March 4th 2003 

CALLING ALL WORKING PARENTS…..DO YOU KNOW THE CHILDCARE ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR?

Today Kids’ Clubs Network, the national charity for school age childcare, is pleased to announce that the 2003 search is on to find the Childcare Entrepreneur of the Year, in partnership with Genderquake. Up for grabs are prizes worth two thousand pounds so, if you know the childcare business person of the year then vote now.

Up and down the country there are thousands of small, but thriving, childcare businesses run by dynamic, innovative and creative people.  These bright entrepreneurs are not only part of the UK’s thriving small business community, but also provide a much needed service to families throughout the UK. 

It’s because of day nurseries, out of school clubs etc that many parents are able to work, secure in the knowledge that their children are not only safe but also having fun playing with friends.  

Maybe you know someone who saw a local need for childcare and set up the first day nursery in the area or who spotted that many people in the area worked shifts and so set up a childcare facility to cater for shift patterns; or maybe you know someone who started a few years ago with just one childcare facility and now runs a whole chain of day nurseries or out of school clubs. Whatever the business don’t delay….phone our hotline 020 7512 2100 to ask for a nomination form. This award is about success so if you know someone who has made a success of their business then we want to know.

The Childcare Entrpreneur of the Year award is in partnership with Genderquake, a strategy consultancy on all aspects of gender change. This new award is the brainchild of Helen Wilkinson, Director of Genderquake,  author of Creche Barriers – how Britain can grow its child care industry. 

The lucky winner of Entrepreneur of the Year 2003 will win a fabulous trip for two to Valencia in Spain and the runner up will win an exciting champagne balloon experience.

So either call our hotline:0207 512 2100 or visit the Kids’ Clubs Network website www.kidsclubs.org.uk.

For further information please contact:

Ann Chambers or Tracy Bowers at 

Kids’ Clubs Network on 0207 512 2112 

Notes to the Editor

Kids’ Clubs Network is the national charity for school age childcare, representing over 5,000 out of school clubs nationwide. 

Genderquake is a strategy consultancy on all aspects of gender change. The childcare entrepreneur awards is one of a number of its initiatives to promote equality. Helen Wilkinson, Director of Genderquake,  is also author of Creche Barriers – how Britain can grow its child care industry and is available for interview, tel: 0208 981 2728 or 078 79813 001. 

The Excellence in Childcare Awards are part of Kids’ Clubs Week June 23 – 27 2003.  Events will be held at thousands of out of school clubs throughout the UK to raise the profile of out of school activities and childcare.  For more information visit www.kidsclubs.org.uk . Prima Childcarer of the Year, in partnership with Prima. The other categories in the Excellence in Childcare Awards are:
Prima Baby Nursery Worker of the Year, in partnership with the National Day Nurseries Association 

Childminder of the Year, in partnership with the National Childminding Association and sponsored by Tommee Tippee.

Childcare Entrepreneur of the Year, in partnership with Genderquake.

Playworker of the Year, sponsored by Morton Michel and Sterling Insurance.

Best Out of School Club, sponsored by the New Opportunities Fund.

The Excellence in Childcare Awards are sponsored by Sure Start, for more information on Sure Start visit www.surestart.gov.uk
Childcare Link - You can search for local childcare information across the UK, by town or postcode on its website. Call freephone 0800 0960296 or visit www.childcarelink.gov.uk 

For further information about Prima and Prima Baby magazines contact Fay Darkin on 020 7312 4104 or email fay.darkin@natmags.co.uk
For further information about New Opportunities Fund call 0845  0000 120 or visit www.nof.org.uk 

For further information about the National Childminding Association visit www.ncma.org.uk 

For further information about National Day Nurseries Association visit www.ndna.org.uk
For further information about Morton Michel, childcare insurance specialists, visit www.mortonmichel.com
Notes to the Editor

The Excellence in Childcare Awards are organised by national charity Kids’ 

Clubs Network with overall sponsorship by Sure Start to find the very best

 childcarers in the UK. Sure Start is the interdepartmental unit spanning the Departments for Education and Skills and Work and Pensions.

Finalists from all over the country will attend the Awards Dinner in central

London to find out who has won the following titles:

Prima Childcarer of the Year, in partnership with Prima

Prima Baby Nursery Worker of the Year, in partnership with the National Day Nurseries Association 

Childminder of the Year, in partnership with the National Childminding Association and sponsored by Tommee Tippee.

Childcare Entrepreneur of the Year, in partnership with Genderquake.

Playworker of the Year, sponsored by Morton Michel and Sterling Insurance.

Best Out of School Club, sponsored by the New Opportunities Fund.

